On the reversibility of some cytological ageing parameters of rat brain cells by phytohemagglutinin.
It has been shown that the thermal stability of DNA in the brain cortical cells increases with the age. At the same time, the number of perichromatin granules being connected in some way to the messenger RNA synthesis and transport of the interphase nuclei, decreases in the same cells. In vivo treatment of the old animals by mitogens like phytohemagglutinin induced a reversal of both ageing phenomena: the thermal stability of DNA returned almost completely to that of the young animals, whereas the number of perichromatin granules rised again to the young level.